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Soli Deo Gloria
In August 1536 the new King of Denmark, Christian III had called the nation’s bishops to a meeting in Copenhagen. They were all members of the
Kingdom Council and had to save the
nation’s economy after the civil war
“The Count’s Feud”. In Danish known
as “Grevens Fejde”
The expenses of the war were so big that the King had to gain huge amounts of money to bring the nation back on track – and to pay the mercenaries who helped him win “The Count’s Feud”.
Only one place could come up with that amount of money – the Church. The Church was extremely
wealthy, it possessed manors, castles, farms and houses, and to become a bishop you had to be of noble family so you would be use to handle such property and fortune.
On the other hand there were no special demands of their ecclesiastical education.
If you weren’t the eldest son in the family you couldn´t inherit the manor. Therefore it would be wise
to become a bishop and consequently get a nice and rich life on the manors owned by the Church. The
Church it self wasn’t the most important to the bishops – the Church´s fortune was.
So now only six days after he took power over Copenhagen the new King Christian III called for the
Kingdom Council to help him raise the money, but the bishops wouldn´t help him.
In the night between the 11th and 12th August the King had the bishops arrested and put in prison.
The rest of the Kingdom Council then approved of the King´s coup and signed a letter that excluded the
bishops as members of the Kingdom Council. In the end of the letter the Kingdom Council promised that
the Church in Denmark should no longer be Catholic. In future the Lutheran doctrine should be introduced in Denmark, and then the Reformation in Denmark was a fact.

“August 12th 1536
The King sent for me to attend a meeting in
which Johannes Rantzau and other generals
were present too.
It was negotiated what options the King had
against the bishops who refused to pay for
the demobilization of the mercenaries.
In the name of God it was decided to capture the bishops.
This was secretly carried into effect last
night and early this morning at 4 a.m. the
three bishops from Zealand, Scania and
Ribe was captured.
At the same time Copenhagen was surrounded by guards by land and sea. Nobody
can get in or out of the city without special
permission.
This will go on for three days.
Today ships have been sent out to capture
the bishops who are still at large in Funen
and in Jutland.”
An extract of a letter from Admiral Johan
Pein to the potentate of Preussen.

Else Agergaard

All the manors, castles, farms and houses owned by the
bishops were now taken and put under the King’s possession “to use for the King and a benefit for the Kingdom.”
At this time the Catholic Church had lost all its power
and fortune, and all the imprisoned bishops were dismissed
for all eternity. Instead the King appointed men like Peder
Palladius and Hans Tavsen as bishops in the Danish Church,
which was now Gospel-Lutheran (and it still is). They were
good and talented men who had studied theology in Germany from Martin Luther.
The new bishops had to make sure that every vicar in the
country preached in agreement with the Lutheran doctrine.
Furthermore they had to teach the vicars how to talk to
people in a way they could understand and they had to stop
thinking like Catholics – the last part was the hardest.
People were used to having saints when you knelt down
in front of a picture or a statue of a saint you were kneeling
down in front of God. You requested the saint to pass on
your pray to God, you couldn´t reach Christ or God with your
own prayers, you had to ask the saint for help. At the end of
the Catholic time Christ was perceived to be a strict judge,
who wouldn´t help you without a saint putting in a good
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word for you. Consequently there was a great
need for saints that grew more and more powerful. The most important saint was the Virgin
Mary.
It was difficult for a person to suddenly have to
do without their saint. Could you be certain that
Christ would hear your prayers when they wasn´t
passed on by a saint? To keep people from
hanging on to their old saints, all pictures and
statues of saints was removed. Christ won – in
Latin: Kristus vincit! Only by his mercy salvation
could be obtained.
After the Reformation it was fashionable to put
an inscription above the front door to your house.
This inscription could e.g. be “Soli Deo Gloria” (All honour to God), “Kristus vincit” (Christ have won),
“Kristus Regnat” (Christ reigns) or “Amor Meus Deus Meus” (My love my God). With an inscription like
that the owners of the house could state that in this house, they didn´t believe in saints – in other words
the inhabitants were on the right team.

Assignment
1. Discus in class how people mark whose side they are on today. Come up with several examples.
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